It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
Galatians 5:1

FAITH AND LAW

WHY WOULD WE LIVE IN ANY STORY OTHER THAN GOD’S STORY?
CAUGHT UP IN THE WRONG STORY

James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas
the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me.
They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews.

0 All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor,

the very thing | was eager to do. ! When Peter came to Antioch, | opposed
him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 2 Before certain men
came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived,
he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he
was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. > The other
Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas
was led astray. * When | saw that they were not acting in line with the
truth of the gospel, | said to Peter in front of them all, “You are a Jew,

yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you

force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?" Galatians 2:9-14

REDISCOVER THE GOOD STORY

“We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile sinners’ * know that a man is
not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too,
have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ
and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will

be justified. 17 “If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident
that we ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ promotes sin?
Absolutely not! If | rebuild what | destroyed, | prove that | am a lawbreaker.
9 For through the law | died to the law so that | might live for God.

20| have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in
me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me. #1 do not set aside the grace of God, for if
righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”

3 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes
Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 21 would like to learn just
one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by
believing what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the

Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? * Have you
suffered so much for nothing—if it really was for nothing? > Does God give
you his Spirit and work miracles among you because you observe the law,
or because you believe what you heard? ¢ Consider Abraham: “He believed
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” ” Understand, then,

that those who believe are children of Abraham. & The Scripture foresaw
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel

in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.”

9So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
0 All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written:
“Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in

the Book of the Law.”  Clearly no one is justified before God by the law,
because, “The righteous will live by faith.” * The law is not based on faith;
on the contrary, “The man who does these things will live by them.”

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse

for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”

14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might

come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might
receive the promise of the Spirit. Galatians 2:15-3:15

PAUL’'S STORY: FAITH, NOT LAW
THE GALATIANS’ FORGOTTEN STORY: FAITH, NOT LAW

TWO DIVERGING ROADS

One leads to a curse ~ One leads to life
FOUR SIGNPOSTS ON THE ROAD
1. CURSE (vs. 10)
2. FAITH (vs. 11)
3. LAW (vs. 12)
4. CROSS (vs. 13-14)

Which road are you on?
NEXT STEPS

CONFESS
Release yourself from the curse of trying to earn right standing with God.

TRUST
Believe that God is powerful and faithful enough to bring you into His
community and place your faith in the cross of Christ.

BE BAPTIZED

. .
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